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ST. BARNABAS, PATRON SAINT OF THE PARISH 
Barnabas was originally named Joseph. He was born in Cyprus of parents 

who were wealthy Jews of the tribe of Levi. The tribe of Levi was appointed to 
serve as priests in the Old Testament times of Aaron. 



 

Barnabas became a landowner, later selling his land and giving the money 
to the Apostles for the work of God. The Apostles named him Barnabas, which 
means “son of encouragement”, because he had a rare gift of comforting and 
encouraging others. 

Barnabas was one of the early disciples and, although not one of the 
Twelve, was counted as an Apostle and one of the Seventy whom Jesus chose 
and sent out ahead of Him, two by two, to the towns that He was to visit. 

It has been suggested by some New Testament scholars that Barnabas 
may have studied with Saul of Tarsus, studying with one of the great teachers 
of the time, Gamaliel. It is said, and indeed it would be natural to expect it to 
be true that Barnabas spent long hours and shed many tears in prayer for his 
friend Saul, that he might believe in Christ. These prayers were answered at 
Saul’s conversion, from which time Barnabas and Paul, as he was now known, 
journeyed far and wide for the sake of the Gospel. 

It was Barnabas who introduced Paul to the twelve in Jerusalem and 
allayed their fears that their former persecutor might do them harm. 

Barnabas, with Paul and Mark, preached the Gospel in Antioch and 
elsewhere and all accounts agree that Barnabas was the first to preach the 
Gospel in Rome and Milan. When Paul and Barnabas separated after a 
disagreement, Barnabas returned to his home country of Cyprus and 
evangelised it. References to Barnabas in Paul’s letters to the Galatians and 
Corinthians might imply that he was active in other places too. Paul and 
Barnabas were later reconciled. 

“Barnabas was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit.” This and accounts of 
his work are to be found in the Bible in the “Acts of the Apostles”. 

Like his Lord, Barnabas suffered at the hands of the Jews. He was 
martyred, reputedly stoned to death at Salamis in Cyprus in 61 AD. He was 
buried there by Mark, with a copy of Matthew’s Gospel, which he had 
transcribed, in his hands. 

 

THE GROWTH OF THE PARISH AND THE CHURCH BUILDINGS 
The earliest building in the area was of wooden construction and named 

St. Michael’s Mission Room, from the association with the Parish of St. Michael 
and All Angels, Twerton, and was located near the present entrance to 
Haycombe Cemetery. 

It was opened for worship on Easter Day 1881. Following the provision of 
a more permanent building at Rush Hill, the Mission Room served as a Church 
Room from 1903 to 1957. 

Between 1896 and 1900 Prebendary Stokes Shaw, Vicar of Twerton 
proposed a new church building for the area, to be dedicated to St. Katharine. 
St. Katharine’s Church was never built but Prebendary Shaw continued to press 
for a church in the area. So the next building to follow St. Michael’s Mission 



 

Room was the first St. Barnabas Church, built at the junction of Rush Hill and 
Englishcombe Lane and dedicated on 5th July 1903. 

It has been said Stokes Shaw was regarded by his parishioners as a second 
Barnabas. He was “a good man” and generous and this may have influenced 
the choice of the patron saint. 

With the growth of Southdown and Whiteway, the need for a separation 
from Twerton became apparent, so that instead of being served by the staff of 
the Twerton parish the area would have its own resident priest. This was 
achieved in 1933 by the appointment of the Reverend R. M. Eglin. 

The first move towards separation came with the founding of the 
Conventional District of Southdown and Whiteway in November 1948. This, in 
turn, was superseded by the Statutory District of St. Barnabas, Twerton Hill 
with the consecration of the present Church. Later the parish became simply 
St. Barnabas, Southdown. 

Plans for church expansion had been made many years earlier though, 
soon after the end of the First World War. In addition to the land at Rush Hill, 
containing the Mission Room and the first Church, the Church authorities had 
acquired land bounded by Mount View and Mount Road. 

A church to replace the building consecrated in 1903 was proposed as 
early as 1928, but this never materialised. However, on the newly acquired 
land, the Church Hall was built in 1928, with a further extension of meeting 
and store rooms being added in 1978-81. The Vicarage, next to the Church 
Hall, was completed in 1955 and blessed on 15th September of that year by 
Bishop Fabian Jackson, the assistant bishop of Bath and Wells diocese. 

With completion of the present Church in 1958, all the church buildings 
were contained on one site, with the Church and the Hall being connected with 
a covered walk-way. The walk-way was originally glazed on the west side; the 
glass later being replaced by a solid wall due to maintenance difficulties. 

Apparently members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of 1958 
observed: “We cannot but hold in high esteem the foresight of those who, 
years ago, reserved this excellent site from which the church in the parish can 
work.” These sentiments have been re-echoed many times since. 

In 1958/9 the old church and the first little Mission Room were 
demolished and the two acres of land on which they stood sold for housing 
development. The proceeds of this sale helped with the building costs for the 
new church, although most of the cost of £35,000 (in 1955) came from the War 
Damage Commission payment in respect of the bombed Holy Trinity Church in 
James Street West, where a hotel and Rosewell Court now stand. 

 

THE PRESENT CHURCH BUILDING 
Construction of the church was commenced in 1956 by Hayward and 

Wooster Ltd. under the direction of the architect Mr F.W. Beresford-Smith. The 



 

Foundation Stone, which was incorporated in the East Wall after five courses 
of stonework, was laid by the Right Reverend Mark Hodson, Suffragan Bishop 
of Taunton. This stone, visible on the exterior of the Church below the East 
Window, bears the inscription: 

IN THE FAITH 
OF JESUS CHRIST THIS STONE 

WAS LAID BY MARK 
BISHOP SUFFRAGAN OF TAUNTON 

ON THE 4th DAY OF MAY, 1957 
IN THE SECOND YEAR 

OF HIS CONSECRATION 
 

St. Barnabas Church is constructed of natural Bath Stone. This stone was 
used for the Nave, porches and adjoining rooms, although reconstructed Bath 
Stone, a facing of stone on concrete, has been used in the roof area where it is 
hidden from general view. The East and West walls and adjoining Nave bays on 
the North and South sides are constructed of random stone salvaged from the 
bomb damaged church (1942) of St. James, Bath.  The style of the building 
combines features of a new age in church architecture with the traditions of 
the past. 

The Church is a triple cube 90ft (27.4 metres) long, 30ft (9.1 metres) 
wide and 30ft high, divided into eight bays by reinforced concrete frames. This 
type of frame appears to imitate the arches of vaulted roofs found in medieval 
Gothic style church buildings. 

On entry to the Church from either North or South Porches, by which, 
set in the wall, are Holy Water stoops, the visitor is confronted by a light, airy 
and well pleasing vista. The first detailed feature is the Font, placed in a central 
position, standing on blue tiling. This position was chosen to emphasise the act 
of a person being received into the Lord’s family at Baptism, surrounded by 
other members of that family. The Font came from the old church, is carved 
from stone and dates from about 1900. 

Looking west, the Choir Gallery is seen, linked to the Choir Vestry by a 
staircase. The Gallery is placed in this position so that the organist/choir can be 
behind the congregation to encourage congregational singing and also to 
provide a clear view of the Altar. 

The West Window of plain glass has stone mullions rising from the sill to 
head, uninterrupted by horizontal stone transoms. The other windows follow a 
similar design, whether of plain, or stained glass. For subdued lighting effects 
the Nave Windows are fitted with lights concealed in the sills. 

Looking east, one’s attention is immediately drawn to the magnificent 
East Window. This depicts our risen and ascended Lord, in the apparel of 
Prophet (mantle), Priest (vestments of alb, stole and girdle), and King (crown). 



 

Jesus is shown without a beard to indicate his being a young man at the time of 
His crucifixion, despite the tradition and likelihood that He had in fact been 
bearded. Our Lord is shown against a background of the broken cross. Two red 
nails of diamond shape are separated from the hands and feet of Christ, 
indicating His victory over death. The inscription at the bottom of the Window 
reads: 

HE 
SHALL 

REIGN FOR EVER AND 
EVER 

 

The Chancel and Sanctuary flooring and the Ambos (Pulpit and Lectern), 
are of Portland stone. The North Ambo, the Pulpit, has a carved, open book 
motif indicating the preaching of the Word. The letter “M” of the motif is in 
recognition of the tradition that St. Barnabas was buried holding the Gospel of 
St. Matthew. (See the earlier section on the Patron Saint.) The South Ambo 
(Lectern) has a carved rose as an emblem of St. Barnabas. 

On the North Wall of the Chancel, by the altar rail, is the Commemorative 
Tablet of the consecration of the Church on 11th June (the Feast of St. 
Barnabas) 1958 by the Right Reverend Harold William Bradfield, Bishop of Bath 
and Wells. The tablet contains the mark of consecration – the cross – made by 
the Bishop with mallet and chisel. The inscription reads: 

+ 
THIS CHURCH WAS CONSECRATED 

BY 
THE LORD BISHOP OF 

BATH & WELLS 
ON ST. BARNABAS DAY 1958 

 
The central Sanctuary Lamp is of simple, modern design and does not 

detract from the splendour of the East Window. 
Clergy Stalls, Communion Rails and congregational seating panels and 

many items of ancillary woodwork are of Japanese oak. Seating is provided for 
the congregation by chairs in the Nave (approximately 50) and Lady Chapel 
(approximately 25). The rear of the church is set-up as a café area (Barney’s 
Community Café) but can be rearranged with rows of chairs if a larger number 
of people are expected. 

The Sanctuary is spacious, with ample room for celebrating the Holy 
Sacraments. A Sedilia (stonework seating for priest and servers) and Piscina (a 
stone bowl for the ablutions of the sacred vessels during the celebration of 
Holy Communion) are provided on the South side of the Sanctuary. 



 

The main lighting for the Nave is by wall lights with diffusers and, once 
again, this scheme does not interfere with the projected view of the East end. 

Passing through an attractive wood screen in the second bay on the South 
side of the Chancel is the Lady Chapel. 

 

THE LADY CHAPEL 
The Lady Chapel Altar is constructed of stone from the old Holy Trinity 

Church and is enclosed on three sides by oak posts surrounded by Angels. 
These were taken from the old St. Barnabas Church and are hung with curtains. 

The beautiful windows in the South Wall of the Lady Chapel each contain 
three lights and show scenes concerning the life of our Lord and His Mother 
and illustrating the Canticles, “The Magnificat”, “The Benedictus”, and “The 
Nunc Dimittis”. 

 

The First Window (nearest the Altar) 
The three lights of this window portray a complete event described in St. 

Luke’s Gospel, the Annunciation of our Lord. The angel of God, Gabriel, visits 
Mary of Nazareth to tell her that she is greatly blessed. By the power of the 
Holy Spirit she will bear a Holy child who will be the Son of God. The first light 
shows Gabriel, the second Mary and the third portrays the dove of the Holy 
Spirit. Across the bottom of the window is the inscription, “And Mary said, 
behold the Handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me according to thy Word. And 
the angel departed from her.” 

In the bright diagonal glass of the three lights are the words variously and 
randomly shown, “and behold the Handmaid of the Lord.” 

 

The Second Window 
The second window shows three separate scenes concerning Mary’s part 

in the life of our Lord. The first light shows the Nativity of Christ. Mary, holding 
Jesus, who was born in that cattle shed at Bethlehem; Joseph is standing by, 
whilst the ox and the ass are shown watching from their stall. The second light 
shows Mary greeting her aunt Elizabeth in her home at a hill town of Judaea, 
not far from Bethlehem. This event is commemorated by the Church at the 
Feast of the Visitation on 31st May. Elizabeth is herself expecting a child, who 
is John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ the Messiah. It was at the visitation 
that Mary uttered the Song we call “The Magnificat”, or “Song of Mary”. The 
third light shows the Baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan by John the Baptist at 
the start of Jesus’ ministry. Below the three lights of this window are more 
words from the Magnificat, “For he that is mighty hath magnified me and holy 
is his Name.”  

In the bright diagonal glass of the three lights can be traced the words 
variously and randomly shown, “Blessed art thou among Women.” 



 

 

The Third Window 
The third window also shows a complete event, as described in St. Luke’s 

Gospel. Zechariah the priest is shown taking his turn to burn incense on the 
altar in the Temple at Jerusalem. The Angel Gabriel appears to him to tell him 
that his prayers have been answered and that his wife Elizabeth, despite her 
advancing years, will bear a son who is to be named John (known as “John the 
Baptist”). Because Zechariah at first doubts the message of the Angel, Gabriel 
tells him that he will be unable to speak until the child is born. When the boy is 
born to Elizabeth, Zechariah is asked what he is to be called. Unable to speak, 
he writes the name “John” and at once his speech is restored. He bursts into 
praise and song giving us the song we call “The Benedictus”, or “Song of 
Zechariah”. The first light shows Zechariah, the second the incense burning on 
the altar, and the third shows again the Angel Gabriel. Across the bottom of 
the window are the opening words of The Benedictus: “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his people.” 

 

The Fourth Window 
The fourth window again portrays a complete scene across the three 

lights. This is the Presentation of Christ in the Temple as described in St. Luke’s 
Gospel. This event is celebrated by the Church at the Feast of the Presentation, 
or “Candlemas”, on 2nd February. After Jesus’ birth came the time to perform 
the ceremony of purification for Mary and the presentation of the first-born 
son to the Lord, according to the Law of Moses. Mary and Joseph took Jesus to 
the Temple in Jerusalem, where a devout man named Simeon awaited the 
salvation of Israel. He had been promised by God that he would not die until he 
had seen the Messiah and so the Spirit led him to the Temple. There he took 
the child Jesus into his arms and gave thanks to God with the words we call the 
“Nunc Dimittis”, or “Song of Simeon”. The first light shows Mary, the second, 
Simeon holding Jesus, while the third shows Joseph holding a basket containing 
two pigeons, or doves, for sacrifice as demanded by the Law. Across the 
bottom of the window are words from the Nunc Dimittis: “to be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles and to the glory of thy people Israel.” At the bottom of 
the third light is a commemoration: 

In Memoriam 
WILLIAM FREDERICK HARVEY 

1958 
A benefactor of this church 
This window was presented 

by his brother 
WILFRED HARVEY 

 



 

William Harvey was a former director of Purnell and Sons (Printers), 
Paulton. The first Vicar of St. Barnabas, the Reverend H.J. Thomas, was 
employed by Purnells before ordination. 

 

The stained glass of the East Window and the Lady Chapel Windows is the 
work of the renowned stained glass artist, Mr Michael Farrar-Bell, who also 
restored the bomb damaged East Window of Bath Abbey, which was the work 
of his great grandfather Alfred Bell of the well known ecclesiastical glaziers 
Clayton and Bell. Michael Farrar-Bell’s maker’s mark, or rebus, can be seen in 
the extreme bottom right hand corner of the windows. 

Also in the Lady Chapel, to the north of the Altar is an Aumbry with 
hanging sanctuary lamp which tells of the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, 
perpetually reserved in this place. 

 

THE ORGAN 
The organ is a two manual and pedal board instrument with detached 

console, built by George Osmond of Taunton and installed in 1959. The organ is 
in the Choir Gallery with the case against the North and West walls. The action 
is electro-pneumatic and the stops are of the tab type, which provide easier 
registration than draw stops. The woodwork of the organ case and console is 
light oak, matching the rest of the church furniture. All pipes are of the flue 
type, with the passage of air through apertures producing the regular sound as 
in woodwind instruments. 

There are 300 speaking pipes and the front ranks are of gilded finish. For 
the stops as described in the specification, the larger the equivalent pipe 
length, the lower the pitch. For example, a 16’ pipe will produce a much lower 
sounding note than a 2’ pipe, which will produce a note of high pitch. 

The specification is: 
SWELL PEDAL 

Lieblich Gedacht 8’ Bourdon 16’ 
Salicional 8’ Bass Flute 8’ 
Spitzflute 4’   
Piccolo 2’ COUPLERS, etc. 

  Swell Octave  
GREAT Swell Sub  

Open Diapason 8’ Swell Octave to Great  
Stopped 
Diapason 

8’ Swell Sub to Great  

Principal 4’ Swell to Great  
Fifteenth 2’ Great Octave  
  Swell to Pedal  
  Great to Pedal  



 

 

MEMORIALS 
Memorials are placed discreetly around the Church, and are briefly 

described here, unless mentioned elsewhere in this guide. 
CHANCEL 
Louis William Milton Churchwarden 1948-56 
NAVE 
Ronald Hollingworth 1954 Hymn Board 
James Handford 1957 Hymn Board 
Mary Beddoe 1950 Vase Stand 
Louisa Grindley 1960 Hinged Vase Stand 
Emma Price 1961 Hinged Vase Stand 
Phil Link 1991 Verge 
Frederick Fullerton Yeo (Verger 1937-76) Bookcase 
LADY CHAPEL 
Eric Norman Beacham ) Angels on Riddel 
John Cowlishaw ) Posts in Lady Chapel 
Walter and Rosina Shackell ) Sanctuary, dedicated 
Colin Weston ) Palm Sunday 1948 
Philip Beddoe 1959 Vase Stand 
Monica Bathgate Picture “Adoration of 

the Shepherds by Night” 
Rose Ellen Williams 1958 Reading desk 
Ethel Maud Thomas 1950 Aumbry 
The Parish Dead of two World Wars 1914-18, 1939-45 Aumbry Lamp 
Colin Weston 1946 Picture “All Things Bright 

and Beautiful” 
Wally Taylor 1980 Bookcase 
Douglas Henry Hayes 1956 ) Wooden 
Annie Louise Jennings 1946 ) Processional 
William Jennings 1954 ) Cross 
Percy Raymond Collingridge (Church Warden 1953-68) Remembrance 

Book Case 
NORTH PORCH 
George Baker Winslade 1922 Plaque from Old Church 
Parishioners of St. James, Bath Plaque from St. James 

Church commemorating 
men killed in action 
1914-18 

Peter Weston (Lay Reader) Vicar Incumbent List Board 
David Moreton 1975 Portable display board 
VESTRY 



 

Sydney Davis Bean (Churchwarden 1949-61) Churchwardens’ Staves 
Elizabeth Curtis 1952 Two Alms Dishes 
Henry Charles Self 1958 Alms Dish 
DON PERCY ROOM 
Donald Percy 2014 Clock (restored in memory 

of Donald Percy) 
CHURCH GROUNDS 
Robert James Blake 1991 Notice Board (corner of 

Mount Road and  
Roundhill Grove) 

Margaret Hills 2015 Notice Board (corner of 
Mount View and  
Roundhill Grove) 

 

Many other gifts have been made to the church and details of these, 
including names of donor and the commemorations (where known), are kept 
in a book held by the Sacristan. 

 
CHURCH EXTERIOR AND GROUNDS 

On the North side of the Church hangs a single bell, which is chimed 
rather than swung. The bell was cast by John Taylor Ltd. of Loughborough, 
weighs 6½ cwts and rings with the note of B. 

On the ridge of the roof at the East End is a substantial cross, which is 
illuminated at night and which is visible from many parts of the city. 

The South wall of the Nave has a large cross incorporated in the 
stonework, and in the niche above the South door is a figure of St. Barnabas, 
sculpted in concrete by Peter Collingridge. 

The main feature of the grounds on the North side is the Garden of Rest. 
This area of consecrated ground receives the ashes of the departed, whose 
names are written in the Book of Remembrance in the Lady Chapel. In the 
summer months the garden is surrounded by a wonderful display of various 
plants and flowers. Memorial plaques to Colin Frank Hills and others are 
displayed on pillars by the Garden of Rest. 

Also in the grounds is a plaque which commemorates a tree in the old 
church grounds. The inscription reads: 

ST. BARNABAS GUIDES 
IN COMMEMORATION 

JUBILEE 
KING GEORGE V 

1910-1935 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
VICARS OF ST. BARNABAS 

 

1948-62 Herbert John Thomas 
1963-70 Francis Henry Hall 
1970-79 Michael Sinclair Lowe 
1980-85 Andrew John Radford 
1986-95 Timothy Richard Boniwell 
1996-99 Ronald Attley 
2001-10 David John Burleigh 
2011- Dr Catherine Ann Sourbut ** 
 

The Reverend H.J. Thomas was also the first Curate-in-charge of the 
Conventional District and priest of the Statutory District in the years 1948-58. 

 
** Following marriage her surname changed to Sourbut Groves 
 

CURATE 
 

2017- Adam Simon Pitt 
 

HONORARY ASSISTANT PRIESTS 



 

 

1955-62 Seymour Collett  
1960-65 Henry S. Marshall 
1974-77 Ronald Norman Bathgate 
1989-03 John Bresford Dolmage Cotter 
2012-15 Susan Trickett 
(Approximate dates) 
 

NON-STIPENDIARY PRIEST 
 

1979-80 Richard Jay 
2005-06 Alison Mary Green 
2006- John Dennis Potter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To all who regularly worship at St. Barnabas, to visitors and to others who 
might read this booklet, greetings. 
 
“I was glad when they said unto me, we will go into the house 

of the Lord. 
For my brethren and companions’ sake, I will wish you 

prosperity.” (from Psalm 122) 
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